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Frank Hayhurst (on right) listens intently to Jason Merrick, board member with CARRQ (Citizens Advocating for Roblar Road Rural Quality) describe his views about the proposed quarry during an intermission at the Rock for No Rock benefit concert at La Plaza Park on Sunday.
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In Cotati’s La Plaza Park over 500 people gathered Sunday to listen and shake their booties to good ol’rock n’ roll and learn the details of the proposed rock quarry for Roblar Road in Petaluma. 

Twelve local bands played all day, including a special reunion of Cotati’s own Bronze Hog, a band formed by Zone Music’s Frank Hayhurst, locals Don Connolly and Richard Hughes in the late 60s.

 Hayhurst sponsored the event with CARRQ (Citizens Advocating for Roblar Road Rural Quality), a nonprofit group of Sonoma County residents concerned about the rural land use in the county.

The event’s goal was to raise awareness about the quarry and the results it could produce. 

“The event was a great success,” said Hayhurst. “People wanted to know what the heck was going on. They came, they understood and they got it - the quarry is a bad idea.” 

In April, Sonoma County’s Planning Commission approved the plan for North Bay Construction to mine gravel and truck it over preserved land near Roblar Road for the next 20 years. This is the same land county tax payers have already paid the same developer $2.3 million to save from development. 

The county has estimated between 151 and 240 trucks will haul gravel dug out of the mine each day then drive through the preserved land traveling eight more miles on Roblar, Valley Ford and Pepper roads to the freeway. That’s about 1,000 trucks per week or over 50,000 trucks every year, resulting in a million trucks over 20 years. 

“There are so many issues that make this a horrible idea,” said Sue Buxton, a volunteer for CARRQ. One of them, she said, being the site sits next to an old county landfill, where the developer will be blasting. “Back in the early days, they didn’t line the landfill or cap it and underneath it sits our ground water supply. Blasting next to it could cause these toxins to leak into our water system. Its also an air quality issue that hasn’t been addressed to the public because the county is withholding over 50 documents they say is not in the best interest of the public to release.

“We all know landfills leak and we won’t know if this one leaks until the public gets sick - and guess who’ll be paying to fix the problem should that happen? We, the taxpayers. There’s also the wind factor. Winds come from the west, go over the quarry site and straight into Cotati so local residents can expect reduced air quality.” She says there are several homes within 600 feet of the site, including hers. 

Hayhurst compared the future quarry to the oil accident in the Gulf, “Except, this one would be an accident that could have been avoided. We have a responsibility to future generations - this is a catastrophe we can prevent,” he said. 

Among the speakers that day were Pam Torliatt, mayor of Petaluma and a candidate for county supervisor and Cotati Mayor Robert Coleman-Senghor. Both are against the quarry. “This is a city that remembers the past and looks to the future,” said Coleman-Senghor. “This is exactly what the Plaza was meant to be used for and what our community needs to be made aware of.” 

Torliatt spoke of land use and her candidacy running for 2nd district supervisor, which covers the unincorporated areas of Petaluma and Cotati. “We need someone on the board of supervisors who will represent and protect the people,” she said. “The landfill doesn’t have a barrier to prevent it from leaking and the concern is the blasting will disturb the landfill.” Torliatt grew up on Pepper Road and said, “I think this is a critical issue. We shouldn’t have to develop on land we tax payers have voted to protect.” 

Cotati City Councilman Mark Landman talked about the water concern. “Thirty-five percent of what we drink comes from ground water and this is one of my biggest concerns,” he said. 

“Once we damage underground water there, there’s no telling if we’ll ever get it back.” He too compared the Gulf disaster to the possible disaster the quarry could produce. “Do we really want to take that chance?” 

According to CARRQ, the developer is well known to the county and is a long-time contractor for the county. 

In 1986 developers tried to put in a quarry on Roblar but it was rejected. In 2003, the same developer bought the rejected site along with 750 acres around it; the county paid 2.3 million to the developer to stop further development. He “pocketed the money,” according to CARRQ and then applied to mine gravel on the rejected site. In 2008, the developer’s lawyers asked the county to allow gravel trucks to travel through the protected land and county staff agreed. Then he paid the county over half-million dollars for the county to hire a consultant for the environmental study. 

Now it’s up to the Board of Supervisors to accept or reject the development. 

For more information and to sign a petition against the quarry, visit www.CARRQ.org.

