Date
Supervisor_____________

575 Administration Drive

Room 100A

Santa Rosa, CA   95403

RE: PLP03-0094  Roblar Road Quarry
Dear__________________

I am writing to strongly oppose the Final EIR (FEIR) for the Roblar Road Quarry Project including rezoning to add a Mineral Resource combining district to the 70 acre mining area, the approval of a Use Permit for a mining and reclamation plan on the quarry, the rescission of the Williamson Act contract on the property and an easement exchange to allow the use of four acres currently encumbered by the Agriculture and Open Space District for an alternate haul route.  
The FEIR and recirculated Draft EIR (DEIR) do not adequately address many Adverse Impacts associated with this Project, including:
· The FEIR does not provide an economic analysis to prove there is a need for gravel from the proposed site, nor that enough high grade aggregate exists at this site to warrant the negative impacts this Project will cause.  The assumptions from the 1994 (and now expired) ARM Plan may not be current in today’s economy.  

· The gravel mine will be located next to an unregulated County landfill that was closed in the mid-1970’s that is unlined and uncapped.  The landfill has never been adequately monitored or tested for toxins largely because it was closed before these tests were required. 

· The gravel mining will blast within 200 feet of the landfill.  Citizens and the Regional Quality Water Board are concerned this blasting could create fissures in the rock that would allow potentially toxic runoff to enter the groundwater supply and impact the adjacent Americano creek and Estero.  Residents fear quarry operations/blasting could undermine the landfill and contaminate our well water source.
· Recycling of concrete and asphalt were added to the Project’s scope.  The FEIR does not address how up to 10% of the proposed production is anticipated to be recycled concrete or asphalt.  The FEIR does not state how restrictions on production will be enforced, nor does it analyze environmental impacts associated with this activity on biology, air and water quality.
· The FEIR does not include an adequate traffic study for the proposed alternate haul route that will put 200-400 gravel trucks per day on west Roblar, Valley Ford Road (a designated Scenic Corridor), Pepper Road, Meacham, Stony Point and Hwy. 116 to Hwy. 101.  That’s about 1,000 gravel trucks every week; or more than 50,000 trucks every year on these roads.
· The FEIR does not address cumulative impacts on traffic due to the re-opening of the Meacham landfill; potential traffic if the Graton Rancheria casino on Stony Point is approved, etc. 

· The quarry site is in the Petaluma Wind Gap where strong winds blow westward up to nine months a year, yet the county has never measured wind velocity at the actual quarry site. The FEIR failed to estimate for nitrogen oxides emissions due to blasting rock which may pose a health risk. County staff acknowledged the presence of silica, a known carcinogen, in the quarry site.  
· The recirculated DEIR estimates criteria pollutant and greenhouse gas, but fails to provide adequate information how results were derived or presented. The recirculated DEIR fails to evaluate potential impacts associated with the emissions of particulate matter of 2.5 micrometers or smaller as is now required by the US EPA.  The DEIR does not analyze the Project against the Bay Area Air Quality Management District’s recently adopted Guidelines for ambient air quality standards for criteria pollutants.  
· Endangered California tiger salamander larvae were found in a stock pond on the quarry site.  Neither the recirculated DEIR nor the FEIR adequately address impacts to endangered species including tiger salamanders, American badgers and the California red-legged frog.

· The developer wants the County to rescind the Williamson Act agricultural contract for the Roblar property and swap the grazing land at the quarry site for property he purchased between Lakeville Highway and the Petaluma River that has no public access and is only viewable from the river.
· The dangers inherent in this project are so great the County has taken the unprecedented step of requiring the applicant to indemnify them (but not residents) against damage the quarry operations could cause.   The FEIR does not address protecting residents (such as with a bond) to remediate damage that would result if contaminants migrate from the landfill as a result of the Project. 
The recommendation to allow an exchange on land encumbered by an Agriculture and Open Space District easement for an alternate haul route is unacceptable.
· In 2004, the County Open Space District used taxpayer dollars to purchase an easement from the developer for $2.3 million (one of the highest amounts ever paid by the District per development right for only three rural residential development rights at a 160-acre minimum) to preserve the land “in perpetuity.”  
· The County is proposing that the District release the conservation easement on four of the acres for an alternate haul route that will allow the developer to run 200-400 gravel trucks a day across the protected land.  This action would set a dangerous precedent for allowing Open Space land to be used to benefit an individual, not for the public’s benefit.
· To encourage the County to release the Conservation easement for the access road, the developer has offered to place another conservation easement (without compensation) on the 198 acres he plans to use for the quarry for the next 20-30 years.  He would then give the ruined land to the County when he is finished with it and take a tax deduction. 

· If the easement exchange is not approved, the Final EIR does not address improvements that will have to be made to Roblar Road to handle heavy truck traffic. Mitigations to Roblar Road will entail impacts to the Americano Creek and easements from private property owners.

I urge you to vote against the Roblar Road quarry project and the proposed Agriculture and Open Space District easement exchange.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Address

Organization
