Sample letter to the Board of Supervisors:

Dear Supervisor _____________:

We have serious concerns about the gravel mine proposed by North Bay Construction for Roblar Road.  This will be an environmental disaster.

There are many issues identified in the Environmental Impact Report that are not able to be mitigated.  These include wind dispersing silica dust – a carcinogen into a residential area, an elementary school, Cotati and Petaluma; threats to the water in residential wells and the Estero Americano; a violation of Open Space as gravel trucks will invade it up to 400 trips per day; blasting immediately next to an old unlined landfill that sits on a currently inactive seismic fault; and allowing North Bay Construction to self-monitor negative impacts.  

The County budget can’t afford to monitor this project and the fox will be in charge of the hen house.
Sonoma County has an agricultural heritage worthy of protection.  More and more of the county’s rural lands are becoming vineyards.  This area of West County is one of the last bastions of historic ranching, and an important corridor to the ocean.   The beauty and treasures of this area are irreplaceable.

If this gravel mining project is allowed, there will be 50,000 annual truck trips, according to North Bay Construction, through an area that had been set aside as Open Space.  
The quality and safety of narrow two lane rural roads will be severely compromised.  The bicyclists who regularly ride these roads, and all who use them for recreational and ranch purposes will be forced to accommodate constant gravel trucks, turning this into industrial territory.  Stony Point Road will be even more hazardous and the likelihood of accidents and loss of life will increase enormously.
Please protect our County from this degradation.  Vote against this project in this location.
