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	January 25, 2010




Robert Williams, Chair

Sonoma County Planning Commission

2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Subject: Unresolved Roblar Road Quarry water quality issues 

Dear Mr. Williams,

Sebastopol Water Information Group is an alliance of West County well owners and Sebastopol residents, which provides Sonoma County citizens with accurate scientific information about water supplies and quality. I am a Ph.D. geologist (Stanford University, 1974), with 25 years experience of teaching and performing geologic investigations for the U.S. Geological Survey, and well acquainted with Sonoma County’s geologic and hydrologic conditions and issues.

SWiG has pointed out the potential for siting an active and ultimately unusually deep quarry directly adjacent to the old, unlined landfill, for which Sonoma County is now responsible. The County must not permit a project at the proposed site that could destabilize this landfill. In particular the County must not permit a project with such a large potential to destabilize the landfill and redirect groundwater into nearby surface waters. These surface waters include Estero Americano, which lies directly downstream and which provides habitat for threatened native fish species. 

Having read the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board letter of December 15, 2009, expressing similar concerns to our own, SWiG agrees that:

• both the proposed quarry’s DEIR and FEIR lack sufficient mitigations to prevent discharge of excess groundwater into nearby surface waters, 

• the groundwater contains heavy metals and other pollutants at levels exceeding ground and surface water quality objectives, and  

•  the quarry proponents do not convince us that landfill pollutants in groundwater will not adversely affect water quality in Americano Creek, and downstream. 

Clearly, the County must finally clean up this legacy landfill before considering this, or any other potentially destabilizing project for the proposed quarry site.

Sincerely,

Jane Nielson, Ph.D. (Geologist)

President, Sebastopol Water Information Group

3727 Burnside Road

Sebastopol, CA 95472

jenielson@comcast.net
cc: 
Commissioner Don Bennett

Commissioner Paula Cook

Commissioner Dennis Murphy

Commissioner Tom Lynch

2

[image: image1.png]