July 27, 2010

Jason and Justin Merrick

4422 Roblar Road

Petaluma, CA 94952

VIA HAND DELIEVERY

Robert Williams, Chair

Commissioner Don Bennet

Commissioner Paula Cook

Commissioner Dennis Murphy

Commissioner Tom Lynch

Sonoma County Planning Commission 

2550 Ventura Avenue

Santa Rosa, CA 95403

County Counsel Steven M. Woodside
Re:

Roblar Road Quarry – Sonoma County (“County”) Planning Commission

Recommendations Regarding Certification of Final Environmental Impact Report (the “FEIR”), Mineral Resource Combining District Rezoning and Use Permit for 70 Acre Hard Rock Quarry Mining and Reclamation Plan (collectively, the “Project”)

Dear Chair Williams and Commissioners:
We, as residents of Sonoma County, on our own behalf as individuals and as members of Citizens Advocating for Roblar Rural Quality (“CARRQ”) submit the following comments regarding the above referenced items as follows:

There is speculation that the County has discussed with the applicant the possibility of transporting overburden from the quarry to the Meacham Landfill site to act as fill.  If this is the case the County is negligent it its duty and must cease and desist this plan immediately for the following reasons:

1.  This can not be accomplished without first going through an RFP process.  The quarry would be acting as a private contractor, not inter-County agency, and would enjoy privileged rights, going against County requirements.  
2.  This plan was not included in the Draft or Final EIR and must be included according to CEQA guidelines.  It will have an impact on additional truck traffic, green house gases, road disrepair, air quality, traffic safety, circulation patterns, and quarry operations.  This topic was not discussed in the Preferred Alternate Route either and can not be considered inclusive.  It is also uncertain what route the fill trucks would follow?
3. According to the diagram in the quarry proposal, there are two topsoil and overburden stockpile areas located on the quarry site--one on each side of CTS "center pond."  275,000 c.y. each. The soil is to be reused to fill in the area after the mining operation is completed.   If the quarry were to truck overburden to the Meacham Landfill how would this effect the reclamation plan? 
4. This would also increase quarry operations at the proposed Roblar site that would also effect the Use-Permit, exceeding its transportation limits and other monitored activities.  
 

