Press Democrat Article Tuesday September 21, 2010:
 

OPEN SPACE AT STAKE

EDITOR: The Sonoma County Planning Commission just recommended that the Board of Supervisors give away county-preserved open space land to a private developer to operate a quarry (“Planners approve rock quarry,” Friday).

Tampering with conservation easements to profit this private gravel mine on Roblar Road in the county’s dairy belt undermines the sanctity of public easements. The county has spent millions to purchase conservation easements. In fact, the county paid the same developer $2.3 million of public funds to preserve the very land where he now plans to truck his gravel.

Setting a precedent that easements can be manipulated by the board for private development undermines the public’s land protection program and betrays our trust in the Open Space District.

The custodian of the district’s integrity is Supervisor Shirlee Zane, the board’s liaison to the district. Zane should stand up for the district and the voters who financed it when it comes to a vote Oct. 19. The votes of all five supervisors are required to manipulate a conservation easement. Her vote can cancel it.

Along with DeBernardi Dairy, Bellwether Farms, Rossotti Ranch and other owners of ranches in the dairy belt, we urge readers to write to her and urge a no vote.
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