				: Open space Summary


Open  Space  hired  Bill  Groverman  of  Petaluma  to appraise  Elmer
Scott's property  on  Roblar  Road.  The  appraisal  was  dated  2/12/01,
it  was  for  3  parcels consisting  of  955.59  acres  and  including  5
development  rights.   The  property was in  the Williamson  Act.   The
property  appraised  for  $4,300,000  "as  is".  The proposed
conservation  easement  would  remove  3  development  rights  and
included  767.85  acres.    187.74  acres  of  the  property would  not
be included in the  conservation easement.  It  was noted  that  60 acres
of  the 187 acres  was  included  in the  county  ARM  plan  and  might
be  developed  into  a  quarry  in  the  future.

Open Space  offered  Elmer  and  Anna Scott  $1,600,000  on  5/2/01.

John  Barella  purchased  the  property  from  Elmer  Scott's  heirs  on
11/1/01  for  $5,300,000.   He  applied  for  a  conservation  easement
from  Open  Space.   Open  Space  hired  Chris  Bell   of  Santa  Rosa  to
do  a  new appraisal. The  appraisal  was  dated  October 6, 2003. The
property  was  still   956 acres  but now  had
6  certificates  of  compliance due  to  a  lot  split  done  by  John
Barella. The property  appraised  for  $5,445,00 "as is".  The
conservation  easement  would  remove  3  development rights   and would
include  758 acres  (excluding  198.76  acres)  of  the  property. It  was
 noted in  the  appraisal  that  an application  for  a hard  rock  quarry
on the  excluded  198  acres had  already  been  filed.   There  was
also  an  environmental  site  assessment  that  noted the  "adjacent
landfill did  have  some potential hazardous chemical  releases".  The
potential  affect  of the landfill  site on the  subject property was
inconclusive due  to  the  limited  data  available -  specifically
"because  the  data are limited and  derived from a  monitoring  system
that is not  capable of  evaluating deep  groundwater conditions or the
groundwater  beneath  the  site."

The  conservation  easement  appraised  for  $2,670,000.
Open  Space  offered  John  Barella  $2,269,000  in  Feb.  2004.
He  accepted  and  was  paid  $2,273,128.00  on  5/21/04.


In  late  2007  Stephen Butler,  John  Barella's  lawyer,  wrote  letters 
to Scott  Briggs of  PRMD  and  Andrea  Mckenzie  of  the  Open  Space 
District  regarding  a  proposal  to  release  the  Conservation  Easement
 on  5  acres  of  the  land that  John  Barella  was  paid  for  by  Open
 Space  and  then  sold  to  his  neighbor,  Kenny Wilson.
The  proposal is  to  release  the  Conservation  on  5  acres  so  they 
could  build  an  access  road  to  the  quarry  on  this  5  acres  that 
traverses  the  land  Open  Space  just  paid  2.4  million  dollars  for.
 200-400 truck  trips  per  day  could  be  using  this  access road.   In
 exchange for releasing  the  5  acres  for the access  road  John 
Barella  would  put  a  conservation easement without  compensation  on
the  200 acres he plans  to  use  for  a  quarry,  as long  as  he  could 
still use it  for  a  quarry.  While  he  is not  going  to  receive 
compensation  for  the  Open  Space Easement  on  the  quarry property  he
would be  able  to take  a  charitable  contribution for  the  gift. 
Sounds  like  quite  a  deal  for  the  taxpayers  of  Sonoma County  and 
for  John  Barella.

Please  think  about  the  following  things....

Why  did  Open  Space  think  it  was  a  worthy  thing  to pay  2.3 
million  dollars  to  remove  3  development  rights  on land  next  to  a
quarry  site and  a landfill  that  already  had  160 acre  zoning?  Did 
they really  think  anyone  was  going  to  buy  that  land  for 
development?

Why  would  Open  Space  release  land  that  was  just  purchased with 
taxpayer dollars and  promised  to "Keep  Open  in  Perpetuity"  so  that 
a  developer  could  benefit  by  building  an  access  road  for a 
quarry  over  it?  The  developer  was  already  planning  the  quarry 
when  he  applied  for  the  Open  Space  Easement  and  was  paid  for 
it.  Why  should  he  get  additional  benefits  from  this deal?


Why  are Open Space  and  PRMD  negotiating  with  John  Barella  about  land  that  he  has  sold  to  another  party.  They should  be  negotiating  with  the  landowner,  not  the  person  who  already  sold  the  land.  

Why  did  Open  Space  think it  was  appropriate  to  offer  John  Barella  $669,000 more  than  they  offered  Elmer  Scott  for  the  same easement  especially  when  they  noted  that  John  Barella  was  going  to  put  a rock quarry  on the  adjacent  parcel,  and  Elmer  Scott had  not  applied  to  do  this?














	



