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No Roblar quarry
EDITOR: While most are concerned about environmental damage, Sonoma County is looking the other way.
In an unprecedented move, the county is requiring a developer to indemnify the county from liability for the harmful effects of a gravel mining site on Roblar Road. Issues in the environmental impact report can't be mitigated; the indemnification is to protect county officials.
Silica dust, a devastating carcinogen, will blow from a high hill into a residential area, 600 feet from the closest house and down the valley to an elementary school, Petaluma and Cotati. This mine would operate six days a week, for 14 hours.
The county said diesel fumes from 400 truck trips per day can't be mitigated, but the Port of Oakland requires trucks to be retrofitted to diminish harmful emissions.
An abandoned unlined is next to blasting to remove rocks over 20 years. It's midway between the San Andreas and Rodgers Creek faults. Heads in the sand will not prevent earthquakes.
It is not reasonable to allow gravel mining in such an environmentally sensitive area.
The Board of Supervisors must act to protect everyone, not just themselves, from this perilous project.
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