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Quarry plan
EDITOR: Sonoma County residents are concerned about air and water contamination from the proposed Roblar Road quarry project. Blasting at the site is sure to disturb toxins in the adjacent unlined, uncapped, old Sonoma County landfill. The Sonoma County Open Space District recently paid project applicant John Barella $2.3 million to protect the property west of the project site from development. Now Barella proposes to run 200 to 400 quarry trucks per day through this property that our tax dollars just paid to keep forever green.
Barella has paid more than $600,000 to county staff and consultants to work on the project environmental impact report; these dollars must have hugely influenced their findings. I do not feel the health of Sonoma County residents is being protected. Priority should be given to environmental safety and protected open space rather than private business interests. For more information, go to carrq.org.
SUE BUXTON
Petaluma
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Bikes’ fair share
EDITOR: It seems that Suzanne Smith, the executive director of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority, has forgotten that just last year vehicle registration fees almost doubled (“Extra $10 vehicle fee back on table,” April 9). Enough is enough. When does it end?
We are improving our roads as much as possible to add bike lanes and paths for riders’ safety. How about safety for the drivers who drive pothole-ridden roads?
The Amgen Tour of California costs all cities and counties involved more than their budgets allow. License and registration fees on cyclists could offset these expenses. This has been brought up many times before. Isn’t it time something is done about it?
We license boats, motorcycles, fishermen, hunters, dogs, etc. A bicycle is defined as a vehicle in most states. There should be an annual registration fee based on the value of the bike as well as a license fee and driving tests as we must take for motor vehicles.
Bridge tolls will be increased again and just in the hours of commute? Don’t these people pay enough? Why not charge a toll of $2 for bicyclists and $1 for pedestrians. Look at the revenue that is out there.
I believe everyone who uses our roads, highways and bridges should pay their share.
BETTY McARTHUR
Petaluma
Unsafe school site
EDITOR: Student safety should be at the forefront of the Windsor school site issue (“Talk of school sparks uproar,” Wednesday).
The proposed site is very near the Healdsburg-Rodgers Creek fault. In the Windsor general plan, this site is shown to be in an area of heavy and extreme damage. In one table, it says “the town in making its decisions should discourage, if not prohibit, the location of land use in Groups 1 through 4 in designated hazard areas.” Schools fall into Group 4.
How did the Town Council reconcile that when it found this site to be consistent with the general plan?
Questions and concerns are now referred to the school district as lead agency. Is the school district bound by the Windsor general plan? We are told that the district is subject to a different set of rules.
A willing seller does not trump seismic safety in consideration of this site. Mark Ross’ earlier request for a subdivision on his land was consistent with the Windsor general plan; the school is not.
JoANN HAMILTON
Windsor
Pot politics
EDITOR: There will two forums Saturday at the Saturday Afternoon Club in Ukiah to discuss the possibilities and potential economic consequences of statewide legalization of marijuana. I encourage interested citizens on all sides of the issue as well as all supervisorial candidates to join this discussion.
“The Future of Cannabis in Northern California” is scheduled for 1 p.m.-4 p.m., and “What’s After Pot” is schedule for 7 p.m.-10 p.m.
A ballot measure called the “Tax Cannabis Act” has qualified for the November ballot, and polls show that its passage is likely.
How will Mendocino County position itself in the event of state legalization to gain needed tax revenue but to avoid losing the market to large corporate growers in the Central Valley?
Are there opportunities to develop an Emerald Triangle brand that would become known for exceptional quality and ecological superiority?
Our growing region has a multiple-decade head start in the cultivation of this crop. Could this expertise fend off a precipitous fall in the price of marijuana on the open market?
The questions are many, and as a candidate for 3rd District supervisor, I think it is very important that everyone have a seat at the table in this important discussion.
HOLLY MADRIGAL
City councilwoman,
Willits

