September 29, 2010

For The Public Record
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors 

Dear Supervisor Shirlee Zane,
 
Progressive Democrats Sonoma County has been proud to support you for Sonoma County Supervisor. As members of the Sonoma County Democratic Central Committee, my husband Don Frank and I have also been proud to support you and worked hard to get you elected. We are writing to urge you to VOTE NO on the proposed weakening of an Open Space Easement. We have a Conservation Easement held by Sonoma Land Trust that we voluntarily placed on our property in Occidental to protect the redwood forest and watershed in perpetuity. The Open Space District must support and not allow the erosion of its core land preservation tool, the Conservation Easement. Easement manipulation sets an alarming precedent and temptation for granters in perpetuity to undermine our public investment in open space. It could also open the door to allow future owners of our fabulous redwood forest watershed to manipulate the easement on our property. 
 
We are especially opposed to tampering with conservation easements to benefit natural resource extraction interests and private for profit businesses. Tampering with conservation easements undermines the sanctity of public easements. We are shocked to learn the Board of Supervisors and Open Space District used our tax dollars to pay this same developer $2.3 million of public funds to preserve this agricultural land where he now plans to truck his gravel. 
 
Setting a precedent that allows easements to be manipulated by the board for private development undermines the public's land protection program and betrays our trust in the Open Space District. It opens the door to manipulation of the conservation easement we placed on our land to protect our redwood forest and watershed. 
 
As the Sonoma County Board of Supervisor's liaison to the Open Space District and custodian of the district's integrity, we request that you represent your supporters and the common good and stand up for defending conservation easements. Vote NO and do not allow the Board of Supervisors to manipulate a conservation easement.  
 
Sincerely Yours,
 
Lynn Hamilton
Member Sonoma County Democratic Central Committee
Chair, Progressive Democrats Sonoma County
Member Executive Board, California Democratic Party
Former Mayor City of Sebastopol
 
Don Frank
Treasurer, Sonoma County Democratic Central Committee
