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As the Autumnal Equinox marks the conclusion of summer, it's worth remembering some of its highlights. Among them was a July canoe trip on the Russian River sponsored by Sonoma County Conservation Action which included a conversation with Don McEnhill, Executive Director of Russian Riverkeeper. It was a practically perfect paddle, commencing late afternoon and lasting until the evening sunset. We learned much about the river environment, including the changes wrought with human intervention such as gravel mining.

That gravel mining or its euphemism which some prefer, aggregates extraction, should not occur in or adjacent to places such as the Russian River has been well-documented. Water quality and wildlife habitat are adversely affected. Ample evidence is also available that the proposed Roblar Road Quarry poses significant consequences for our environment as well as agricultural preservation and open space protection.

The Sonoma County General Plan includes within its Resource Conservation Element the following goal:

Goal RC-11: Provide for production of aggregates to meet local needs and contribute the County's share of demand in the North Bay production-consumption region. Manage aggregate resources to avoid needless resource depletion and ensure that extraction results in the fewest environmental impacts.

Where might we find aggregates which align with this goal rather than conflict with it and other provisions of the General Plan? Look behind Warm Springs Dam.

Forming Lake Sonoma, it was constructed to provide flood control, store water and offer recreation. It and Lake Mendocino, formed by Coyote Dam, have tons of aggregates that are public property. Removing these aggregates in an environmentally sustainable manner would provide us with the added benefit of increasing water storage capacity. This solution is a win-win which should be further explored.
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