

Our citizens' group "CARRQ" (Citizens Advocating Roblar Rural
Quality/Citizens Against the Roblar Rock Quarry) opposes the quarry project
for many reasons, including:
 
*        The County has not done adequate testing of the contents of the old
landfill to investigate for leachate or groundwater impacts.  In a letter to
the Planning Commission dated December 15, 2009, the Regional Water Quality
Board stated the FEIR did not address their concerns that a strong
likelihood exists for leachates to be generated from the landfill and
subsequent movement of pollutants caused by mining against an old, unlined
landfill.  The Regional Water Quality Board can refuse to permit the quarry
to operate even if the project is approved by the County Board of
Supervisors because of concerns over water quality issues.
 
*        Despite the County's position that North Bay Construction will
indemnify them from financial liability surrounding the quarry, the Regional
Water Quality Board further stated that the County of Sonoma is responsible
in perpetuity for the municipal waste placed in the closed Roblar Solid
Waste Disposal site and if the quarry project is found to violate the Water
Code, then Sonoma County would be liable for corrective action at
significant cost to the County.  
*        In 2004, County taxpayers funded "one of the larger Sonoma County
conservation easements....purchased by the county Open Space District" from
John Barella for $2.3 million (Press Democrat, "Around the Empire" April 7,
2004).   When compared with other properties protected by the Open Space
District at lower purchase costs, one wonders why this grazing land was so
special as to warrant the deal made with Mr. Barella.  And now, in an
obvious attempt to mitigate the truck traffic and impacts this quarry will
undoubtedly cause to our environment, Mr. Barella wants to "take back" four
of the acres under the conservation easement to build an alternate haul
route for the gravel trucks to keep them off of a portion of Roblar Road
(and which would also require getting permission from adjacent private
property owners). 
*        Despite the County's position that Sonoma County "needs" the rock
from this quarry to support local building projects and to keep construction
costs down (as identified on the Aggregate Resource Mining plan), the County
has provided no financial proof to support this position, nor have they done
definitive testing to prove the proposed quarry property even contains the
ACC rock they state is there.  According to the RussianRiverkeeper
organization, Shamrock Material's 20-year contact with Polaris will already
provide "stable, long-term supply of high quality aggregate to the Sonoma
County market...At this time there are no documented shortages of aggregate
and the future supply is well over 100% of the demand."   
 

With November elections only a few month's away, the make up of the Board of
Supervisors is likely to change and the current Board will be busy pushing
through decisions.  CARRQ is working to get the word out to citizens in
Sonoma County about the environmental and fiscal liabilities this new quarry
would cause.  Click on www.carrq.org <http://www.carrq.org/>  to read more
and to read letters against the project from the California Regional Water
Quality Board, the RussianRiverkeeper, the Sebastopol Water Information
Group (SWIG) and the Community Clean Water Institute.  The FEIR
<http://www.sonoma-county.org/prmd/docs/eir/roblarfeir/index.htm> may be
viewed on the Permit and Resource Management Department Website.
