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Saturday’s Letters to the Editor

Save open space

EDITOR: We are ranchers with county Open Space District conservation easements on our land. We write to expose the county's recent attempts to tamper with easements to help a private developer open a gravel mine on Roblar Road.

Only last month, county planning staff proposed the same developer be allowed to haul his gravel through open space land. Public pressure stopped that maneuver. Now the county is at it again.

The county's scheme is outrageous. Taxpayers paid the developer $2.3 million to conserve the land by the proposed gravel mine. Now that authorities have restricted the gravel mine because it will kill endangered wildlife, the developer wants a cheap way around those restrictions. His lawyers have convinced the county to help him get it by tampering with existing easements next to his mine. The Board of Supervisors will vote on this plan on Tuesday.

Public conservation easements must not become political footballs for county officials. Their manipulation by the county undermines the land preservation program the public voted to enact and betrays our trust. The Citizen Advisory Board of the Open Space District agrees. On Oct. 28, it voted 14-0 against this plan.

Please write your supervisor and tell them to say no to tampering on Tuesday.
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